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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment filed 4/22/04. 

2. Claims 1-40 are pending. Claims 1, 21, 30, and 36 are independent 
claims. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 4/22/03 have been fully considered. Examiner 
agrees that a reference teaching shipment/scheduling information was lacking in 
the previously cited prior art with respect to claim 1 and other independent 
claims. Examiner has withdrawn the previous rejection. A new grounds of 
rejection are presented below in view of the following comments: 

Applicant argues that Lamb's calendaring system does not disclose 
presenting the events within a tabular register of days (i.e. calendar display 
format). Lamb teaches that appointments can be displayed in the fields of a 
single day, a week, or a month. A display of fields in a month display would 
present events in a tabular register of days as a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention would recognize. A monthly calendar is usually 
partitioned into a tabular registry of days by definition. Furthermore, the claims 
recite a calendar display format which is simply a schedule of events and is not 
limited to a "monthly tabular display" and can include a weekly, daily, or monthly 
format. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-2 and 4-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Martin et al. , US 6,029,140, 2/22/00 (filed 5/10/99) in view of 
Lamb et al. , US 6,034,686, 3/7/00 (filed 3/9/98). 

In reference to Independent claim 1, 30, and 36, Martin teaches an on- 
time delivery, tracking, and reporting system. Martin's system is programmed for 
setting and reporting product delivery dates. The invention includes maintaining 
a customer preferences database having delivery and reporting preferences for 
customers. The system maintains customer order and delivery information 
where the delivery and reporting preferences included delivery limits, times, etc. 
See abstract and column 2, lines 30-67. Compare to "a shipment data 
repository containing shipment and scheduling information; a system 
interface communicating with said shipment data repository". Martin's 
system is programmed to schedule shipment dates and delivery dates according 
to the information in the database and deliver information to an order scheduler. 
Martin's system teaches associating shipment information to specific delivery 
dates; however, he does not recite the use of a calendar display interface 
comprising an interactive shipment data link where shipment information is 
electronically associated with the link. Lamb teaches a calendaring program or 
an electronic "date book" in which appointments are scheduled. See abstract 
and figure 1. Lamb's system consists of links or buttons to provide more 
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information about a specific appointment. See column 4 and figure 1. Upon 
clicking on these buttons, more detailed information about the appointment is 
made available to the user. See figure 1 and columns 4-5. Compare to "an 
interactive. . .data link electronically associated with. . information, and 
cooperating with said system interface as commanded by the user to 
access and retrieve the associated. . .information contained in the data 
repository; and a calendar display interface for displaying said . . .planner 
to the user in a calendar format, such that the data link is provided on the . 
. .event date associated with the . . information". Thus Lamb discloses 
presenting an interactive data link on a calendar from which more detailed 
information about an appointment can be presented to the user. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time to combine the 
shipment/delivery system of Martin in an environment such as Lamb as Lamb is 
able to organize and provide information regarding important appointments (i.e. 
delivery dates). Lamb's calendaring program is analogous to a 'date book' or 
"planner' in which any information including the shipment date information taught 
by Martin could be implemented. See column 1, lines 10-42 in which Lamb cites, 
"computers typically include an application program for scheduling and 
keeping track of appointments and other calendaring functions". Lamb 
further recites, "it is often impossible to display an entire day's appointment 
at one time in a size that allows reading of text associated with the 
appointments". As Martin's shipment/delivery information according to delivery 
dates reads on "appointments and other calendaring functions", and Lamb 
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teaches the need to display more detailed information concerning appointments 
(i.e. shipment details). 

In reference to claim 2, Martin teaches retrieving shipment information 
from a database and routing the information to an order scheduler. 

In reference to claim 4, Lamb teaches that clicking on certain buttons such 
as "details" or "new" will lead the user to a predetermined portion of the 
information. See column 4. It would have been obvious to have a link lead to a 
specific portion of the information (including the shipment information of Martin) 
as links are generally utilized for the purpose of retrieving information. 

In reference to claims 5-6, Martin's delivery, tracking, and reporting 
system teaches that for every shipment there is a customer order entry including 
a delivery date. See column 2, lines 35-45. 

In reference to claims 7-9, 31-33 and 37, Martin teaches having flags for 
ship dates and dock dates. See column 3, lines 5-20. Martin teaches that flags 
are used to distinguish ship dates (outbound) from dock dates (inbound). It 
would have been obvious to implement Martin's system to the system of Lamb to 
help identify which shipments are outbound and inbound in order to help the user 
distinguish the two. While Martin does not use color-codes, he does utilize an 
equally effective method of distinction (flags). See column 3. 

In reference to claims 10-1 1 and 38, Martin does not teach customizing 
the format of the calendar display interface; however, Lamb does. Lamb teaches 
that a user may set the format to display a single day, a week, or a year. Lamb's 
system includes the appointment list data structure as well as a database. See 
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column 3 and column 4, lines 1-22. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide a display 
customization, as a user may prefer different options such as a month layout to 
see an overview of a day layout to see information just for a day. 

In reference to claims 12 and 13, Lamb teaches using a mouse to select 
the data link that provides information about the schedule. See figure 1 . It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize an input device as it 
is well known in the art to make a selection using an input device such as a 
keyboard or mouse. 

In reference to claims 14-15 and 39, Martin teaches a system for 
generating and delivering reports to a customer in which the report is formatted 
according to a customer's preferences database. See column 5, lines 1-40. 
Such reports aid in helping the user measure his performance concerning deliver 
times and other variables. See column 5, lines 40-67. 

In reference to claims 16-18, 34-35, and 40, Martin does not teach the 
personal event information interface; however, Lamb does. Lamb teaches 
scheduling appointments. These appointments are not limited to any specific 
category thus could be for "personal event data". As discussed above, Lamb 
teaches a calendaring program or an electronic "date book" in which 
appointments are scheduled. See abstract and figure 1 . Lamb's system consists 
of links or buttons to provide more information about an appointment. See 
column 4 and figure 1 . Upon clicking on these buttons, more information about 
the appointment is made available to the user. See figure 1 and columns 4-5. It 
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would have been obvious to include personal appointment information in the 
shipment planner as taught jointly by Martin and Lamb as it extends the use from 
not only shipment information but personal use as well. 

In reference to claims 19 and 20, Martin does not teach the link 
comprising a predetermined portion of the information; however, Lamb teaches 
that clicking on certain buttons such as "details" or "new" will lead the user to a 
predetermined portion of the information. See column 4. It would have been 
obvious to have a link lead to a specific portion of the information, as that is what 
links are generally utilized for. While neither Lamb nor Martin teaches that the 
link comprises the title of the information, it is not unlikely for a link to indicate a 
title or heading about what the link contains. 

In reference to claims 21 and 22, Martin teaches an on-time delivery, 
tracking, and reporting system. Martin's system is programmed for setting and 
reporting product delivery dates. The invention includes maintaining a customer 
preferences database having delivery and reporting preferences for customers. 
The system maintains customer order and delivery information where the 
delivery and reporting preferences included delivery limits, times, etc. See 
abstract and column 2, lines 30-67. Compare to "a shipment data repository 
containing shipment and scheduling information; a system interface 
communicating with said shipment data repository". Martin's system is 
programmed to schedule shipment dates and delivery dates according to the 
information in the database and deliver information to an order scheduler. 
Martin's system teaches associating shipment information to specific delivery 
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dates; however, he does not recite the use of a calendar display interface 
comprising an interactive shipment data link where shipment information is 
electronically associated with the link. Lamb teaches a calendaring program or 
an electronic "date book" in which appointments are scheduled. See abstract 
and figure 1 . Lamb's system consists of links or buttons to provide more 
information about a specific appointment. See column 4 and figure 1 . Upon 
clicking on these buttons, more detailed information about the appointment is 
made available to the user. See figure 1 and columns 4-5. Compare to "an 
interactive. . .data link electronically associated with. . information, and 
cooperating with said system interface as commanded by the user to 
access and retrieve the associated. . .information contained in the data 
repository; and a calendar display interface for displaying said . . .planner 
to the user in a calendar format, such that the data link is provided on the . 
. .event date associated with the . . information". Thus Lamb discloses 
presenting an interactive data link on a calendar from which more detailed 
information about an appointment can be presented to the user. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time to combine the 
shipment/delivery system of Martin in an environment such as Lamb as Lamb is 
able to organize and provide information regarding important appointments (i.e. 
delivery dates). Lamb's calendaring program is analogous to a 'date book' or 
"planner' in which any information including the shipment date information taught 
by Martin could be implemented. See column 1, lines 10-42 in which Lamb cites, 
"computers typically include an application program for scheduling and 
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keeping track of appointments and other calendaring functions". Lamb 
further recites, "it is often impossible to display an entire day's appointment 
at one time in a size that allows reading of text associated with the 
appointments". As Martin's shipment/delivery information according to delivery 
dates reads on "appointments and other calendaring functions", and Lamb 
teaches the need to display more detailed information concerning appointments 
(i.e. shipment details). 

Martin does not teach the personal event information interface; however, 
Lamb does. Lamb teaches scheduling appointments. These appointments are 
not limited to any specific category thus could be for "personal event data". As 
discussed above, Lamb teaches a calendaring program or an electronic "date 
book" in which appointments are scheduled. See abstract and figure 1. Lamb's 
system consists of links or buttons to provide more information about an 
appointment. See column 4 and figure 1. Upon clicking on these buttons, more 
information about the appointment is made available to the user. See figure 1 
and columns 4-5. Compare to "a personal event data respository. . .an 
interactive personal event data link. . .a calendar display interface. . " 
It would have been obvious to include personal appointment information of Lamb 
in the shipment planner taught jointly by Lamb/Martin as it extends the use from 
not only shipment information but personal use as well. Furthermore, See 
column 1, lines 10-42 in which Lamb cites, "computers typically include an 
application program for scheduling and keeping track of appointments and 
other calendaring functions". Martin further teaches having flags for ship 
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dates and dock dates. See column 3, lines 5-20. Martin teaches that flags are 
used to distinguish ship dates (outbound) from dock dates (inbound). It would 
have been obvious to implement Martin's system of flagging ship dates and dock 
dates to the system of Lamb to help identify different types of shipments along 
with distinguishing "personal" versus "shipment" information as flags are an 
equally efficient way of distinguishing different types of data just as color-codes 
are. Compare to "wherein the shipment data fink and said personal event 
data link are color-coded to readily distinguish between associated 
shipment and scheduling information and the personal events information; 
and a legend for indicated the color-code for each of said shipment data 
and personal event data links". 

In reference to claims 23 and 24, Martin's delivery, tracking, and reporting 
system teaches that for every shipment there is a customer order entry including 
a delivery date. 

In reference to claims 25-26, Martin does not teach the link comprising a 
predetermined portion of the information; however, Lamb teaches that clicking on 
certain buttons such as "details" or "new" will lead the user to a predetermined 
portion of the information. See column 4. It would have been obvious to have a 
link lead to a specific portion of the information, as that is what links are generally 
utilized for. While neither Lamb nor Martin teaches that the link comprises the 
title of the information, it is not unlikely for a link to indicate a title or heading 
about what the link contains. 
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In reference to claim 27, Martin does not teach customizing the format of 
the calendar display interface; however, Lamb does. Lamb teaches that a user 
may set the format to display a single day, a week, or a year. Lamb's system 
includes the appointment list data structure as well as a database. See column 3 
and column 4, lines 1-22. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to provide a display customization, as a user may prefer different options 
such as a month layout to see an overview of a day layout to see information just 
for a day. 

In reference to claims 28-29, Martin teaches a system for generating and 
delivering reports to a customer in which the report is formatted according to a 
customer's preferences database. See column 5, lines 1-40. Such reports aid in 
helping the user measure his performance concerning deliver times and other 
variables. See column 5, lines 40-67. 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Martin etal. , US 6,029,140, 2/22/00 (filed 5/10/99) in view of Lambetal. , US 
6,034,686, 3/7/00 (filed 3/9/98), as applied above in claim 1, and further in view 
of AdleretaL, US 6,675,356 B1, Jan. 6, 2004 (filed 12/22/98) 

In reference to claim 3, Martin and Lamb do not explicitly state the use of 
a system interface comprising a web browser; however, one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention would recognize that a web browser is a 
common system interface in which to communicate with a database. This is 
illustrated by Adler. Adler teaches displaying the system interface within a web 
page. See column 13, lines 20-28. It would have been obvious to a person of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate Adler's web 
browser interface in the system of Martin/Lamb as Adler teaches the use of a 
calendaring system and extracting relevant information from the calendar. See 
abstract. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Howard et al. US 6,217,076 B1 
Cummings, Jr. et al. US 6,345,260 B1 
Martin et al. US 6,292,784 B1 

O'Neill etal. US 6,219,653 B1 

Powell et al. US 2001/0049619 A1 

Slotznick US 6,108,640 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Rachna Singh whose telephone number is 
703.305.1952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8AM-5:30PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 703.305.9792. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703.872.9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.305.3900. 
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8/6/04 



